AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A tarnish inhibiting composition offoct i vo to protect a surface 
of a silver objoct conta i n i ng in oxcoss of 90% si l ver, whon tho surface is exposed to tho 
compos i t i on i n a sca l ed environment, aga i nst tarn i shing in a molecu l ar oxygon contain i ng 
atmosphere conta i ning i n tho range from 1 ppb (parts per b il lion) to 10 ppm (parts per mi l lion) 
of hydrogen sulfide at a relat i ve humid i ty of 00% and 37. 4 °C (100°F), for at l east one year, 
tho composition comprising: a substantially non-hydrolyzable polymer having substantially 
homogeneously dispersed therein from about 0.01% to 5% by weight of an essentially 
anhydrous scavenger including an alkali metal silicate [[or]] and zinc oxid e, i n comb i nat i on 
w i th from 0 to 1 % of and optionally an inert adjuvant, provided that the polymer has a water 
vapor transmission rate (WVTR) at least as high as that of low density polyethylene. 

2. (Currently Amended) The composition of claim 1, wherein the polymer includes 
low density polyethylene, polypropylene, ethylene/vinvl acetate copolymer, copolymers of 
lower C 2 -C 8 olefins, copolymers of a lower C 2 -C 8 olefin and ethylene/vinyl alcohol, non- 
biodegradable polyester, polyvinyl chloride), polystyrene, or polyamide, or combinations 
thereof, or a biodegradable polymer having a WVTR higher than about 1.5 gm/24 hr 
measured per 0.025 mm (1 mil) thickness and 645 cm 2 (100 in 2 ) area at 37.4°C (100°F) and 
90% RH (relative humidity). 

3. (Currently Amended) The composition of claim 2, wherein the biodegradable 
polymer is a — po l yester — i nclud i ng a star e-caprolactone; s-caprolactone (PCL); 
poly(hydroxybutyrate-co-valerate) (PHBV); an uncoated- or nitrocellulose-coated cellophane 
films; crosslinked chitosan; starch/ethylene vinyl alcohol (St/EVOH) blend film; pure EVOH 
film (38 mole percent ethylene); or polycaprolactone (PC L), molecu l ar we i ght about 80,000 
Da l tons; or comb i nations thereof . 
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4. (Currently Amended) The composition of claim 3, wherein the alkali metal silicate 
is a silicate of sodium , and the adjuvant i nc l udes fumod s i lica or calcium carbonate, or 
comb i nat i ons thereof, and whoro i n tho adjuvant i o prosont i n an amount in the rango from 
0.01% to 1% by weight . 

5. (Currently Amended) The composition of claim [[2]] 21, whoro i n tho compos i t i on is 
transparent, whoroin including the adjuvant is prosont, wherein the adjuvant comprises 
calcium carbonate present in an amount of from 0.01% to 1% by weight, and tho scavenger 
wherein said calcium carbonate has tho adjuvant, i ndependent l y, havo a primary particle size 
in the range from about 1 [[|im]] micron to 53 [[|im]] microns, and wherein said silicate of 
sodium, said zinc oxide, and said calcium carbonate are substantially homogeneously 
dispersed in the polymer. 

6. (Cancelled). 

7. (Cancelled). 

8. (Cancelled). 

9. (Currently Amended) The composition of claim [[2]] 1, wherein said polymer is 
[[said]] a biodegradable polymer, said biodegradable polymer including star e-caprolactone; 
8-caprolactone (PCL); poly(hydroxybutyrate-co-valerate) (PHBV); an uncoated- or 
nitrocellulose-coated cellophane film; crosslinked chitosan; starch/ethylene vinyl alcohol 
(St/EVOH) blend film; pure EVOH film (38 mole percent ethylene); or polycaprolactone 
(PCL) , molecular we i ght about 80,000 Daltons ; or combinations thereof. 

10. (Currently Amended) The composition of claim 9, wherein the alkali metal silicate 
is a silicate of sodium , and tho adjuvant is fumod silica or ca l c i um carbonate, or comb i nations 
thereof, and whoroin tho adjuvant i s prosont i n an amount i n tho rango from 0.01% to 1% by 
we i ght . 



3 



11. (Currently Amended) The composition of claim 10, wherein tho compos i t i on is 
transparent, whoroin tho adjuvant i s prosont and whoroin tho scavongor and tho adjuvant 
said silicate of sodium, and said zinc oxide , independently, have a primary particle size in the 
range from about 1 jam to 53 j^m and are substantially homogeneously dispersed in the 
polymer. 

12. (Currently Amended) The composition of claim [[2]] H, wherein sa i d anhydrous 
scavenger i s sa i d a l ka li motal silicato the amount of said silicate of sodium and said zinc 
oxide, independently, is from about 0.1% to about 3% by weight . 

13. (Currently Amended) The composition of claim [[9]] 2, wherein the alkali metal 
silicate is a silicate of sodium, wherein s aid anhydrous scavongor i s said a l ka l i motal s ili cato 
the amount of said silicate of sodium and said zinc oxide, independently, is from about 0.1% 
to about 3% by weight . 

14. (Currently Amended) The composition of claim [[10]] 13, wherein said anhydrous 
scavongor i s sa i d a l ka l i mota l s ili cato particle size of said silicate of sodium and said zinc 
oxide, independently, is from about 1 fim to 53 \xm and are homogeneously dispersed in the 
polymer . 

15. (Cancelled). 

16. (Cancelled). 

17. (Cancelled). 

18. (Cancelled). 

19. (Cancelled). 



4 



20. (New) The composition of claim 4, wherein said silicate of sodium and said zinc 
oxide are each, independently, present in an amount of from about 0.01% to 3.0% by weight. 

21. (New) The composition of claim 20, wherein said silicate of sodium and said zinc 
oxide each, independently, have a primary particle size of from 1 to 53 microns. 

22. (New) The composition of claim 1, said composition being capable of protecting a 
surface of a silver object containing in excess of 90% silver, when the surface is exposed to 
the composition in a sealed environment, against tarnishing in a molecular-oxygen containing 
atmosphere containing in the range from 1 ppb (parts per billion) to 10 ppm (parts per million) 
of hydrogen sulfide at a relative humidity of 90% and 37.4°C (100°F) , for at least one year. 

23. (New) The composition of claim 3, said composition being capable of protecting a 
surface of a silver object containing in excess of 90% silver, when the surface is exposed to 
the composition in a sealed environment, against tarnishing in a molecular-oxygen containing 
atmosphere containing in the range from 1 ppb (parts per billion) to 10 ppm (parts per million) 
of hydrogen sulfide at a relative humidity of 90% and 37.4°C (100°F) , for at least one year. 

24. (New) The composition of claim 21, said composition being capable of protecting 
a surface of a silver object containing in excess of 90% silver, when the surface is exposed to 
the composition in a sealed environment, against tarnishing in a molecular-oxygen containing 
atmosphere containing in the range from 1 ppb (parts per billion) to 10 ppm (parts per million) 
of hydrogen sulfide at a relative humidity of 90% and 37.4°C (100°F) , for at least one year. 
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